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Disaster may rain down on all,
but it only sprinkles on some, 
while pouring on others.

Daniel A. Farber

While the relative lack of women-specific initiatives in the disaster efforts in the region could arguably be attributed to the prevalent cultural norms, a broader look at disasters worldwide shows that women's needs and abilities are systemically ignored in rehabilitation and restoration efforts.
/
Chapter one of this paper addresses the particular vulnerabilities of women during natural disasters; the national disaster mitigation and response in the OAS framework, as well the gaps and challenges in the hemisphere. 
Chapter two refers to the particular vulnerabilities of women during pre-disaster and post-disaster phases. It considers the relevance of integrating a gender perspective into disaster risk management policies, plans and decisions making process. 
Several reasons account for why women comprise the majority of casualties during disasters. Many of the factors that make women vulnerable during the disasters continue to contribute to women's risk post disaster.  Harm to women is not limited to the deaths suffered by the force of the disaster itself. Both in the immediate rescue work and the restoration and rehabilitation efforts, women's lives are held in the balance. 
Chapter two also touches on the relevance of transcending the traditional gender roles and emphasizes the response of women to natural disasters, as well as the need to integrate a gender perspective into disasters risk, management policies, plans and decision making process.
Women also have the capacity to empower themselves when they are involved in the planning and implementation of disaster relief programs. Further, women are more likely than men to allocate household resources effectively because men are less likely to correctly assess household needs, and, men are more inclined to sell or barter aid items for personal activities and benefits.
Chapter three refers to some preliminary components of a hemispheric approach to mainstream gender into natural disaster preparedness, risk assessment and management, and post disaster recovery and reconstruction strategies. A legal leverage for women's rights advocates it is the extraordinarily high level of international consensus that women's needs must be taken seriously in disaster relief.  Finally, some of the key components of this hemispheric approach and strategy are identified and those are refers to:
· the importance of basing all  emergency responses in the short- and long-term on gender-specific knowledge, observations and data gathered by mixed-sex teams during field assessments; \

· the necessity of providing girls and women with equal access to relief and reconstruction resources; 

· the value of putting in place short- and long-term interventions to promote gender equality and increased disaster resilience; 
· the need to ensure that those most in need are being reached; 
· the relevance of ensuring that policies on disaster mitigation and response are grounded in specific knowledge about the girls and women, boys and men in the particular context. 
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�.	See generally Elaine Enarson, Chapter 2: Gender Issues in Natural Disasters: Talking Points on Research Needs, in Working Paper 7: Selected Issues Papers: Crises, Women, and Other Gender Concerns 4 (2002), available at http://www.ilo.org/public/english/employment/recon/crisis/download/ wp7.pdf. (last visited April 11, 2008); see also Payal K. Shaw, Assisting and Empowering Women Facing Natural Disasters: Drawing from Security Council Resolution 1325, 15 Colum. J. Gender & L. 711 (2006).
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